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FULFILLMENT OF EAST GERMAN FIRST FIVE-FIVE PLAN, 1951-1955

[Conment This report presents information on 1951-16955 East
Germoan plan fulfillment, as given in a report published in the b
Pebruary 1956 issue of Neues Deutschland, principal organ of the
East German Socialist Unity ZCOmnnmisti Party, published daily in
Berlin. The report was titled "Report by the State Central Admin-
" istration for Statistics of the State Planning Commission Concern-
ing Fulfiliment of the First Five-Year Plan 1951-1955."]

The State Central Administration for Statistics reportis the following
results in fulfillment of the Pirst Five-Year Plan, covering the period 1951-

1955:
Indusiry

The & e “ivns in the economy, caused by capitalist development of
indusiry 11y by the division of Germany, were reduced through the

-ereation of a bacie metallurgical industry in the GDR between 1951 and 1953,
the cxpansimn o povwer-generating capacities ; increases Ain the production of
raw brown coal. the construction and restoration of 25 heavy machine building

enterprizea, and athew meAsures .
The v ¢loprent of GDR heavy industry during the first years of the
Pive.Year

> mitted a temporary slowing down in the rate of development
in some branches of neavy industry, fecilitating an increase in the production
of corzwmw ve the planned level in corder tc raise the standard of
living o1 the porwlesnion.

7.7 Pisn Tor gross industrial production was fulfilled. The
2 Irawl wns mere than. doubled.

Ta58s fulfilled their production tasks and increased

L gress industrial productisn from 77 percent in 1950

¢ have also participated in the over-all upswing of
%o increase their production to considerably over

%)
o the alloving industrial products during the Five-Year ‘
aned:  black coal; electric power machinery; marine

diess =8; to2ls and foundry equipment; equipment for the {
= fond, 4 industries; refrigerators; agricultural machines; can-

strucis lding muchines; automobiles and tractors; sulfuric acid; ‘

nitric fereilizer; still ang wmotion-picture film; paints and -

varnish i

eynthetic rubber; diesel fuel; ete.

ol the folloving mass consumption goods was increased during
Fian t7 the levels indicated (figures are percent of 1950 pro-
~1d cewing machines, 271; epameled pots and pans, 193; bicy-
»]1 household and heating appliances, 31L4; furniture, 223;
7} and oultural goods, 207; woolen fabrics, 218; cotton

tted uwndervear and outervear , 206; leather shoes, 22); sade - J
dler's goods and +sather novelties, 250; animal fats ; B10; meats ang sausages,
M8; margarine, 396, ana butter, 201.
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Zunauze of the temporary reduction in the rate of development in heavy
{53:iatry, swlanned #eals were not reached for briquettes, iron ore, crude
stzel, rolled steel, calcined soda, caustic soda, and ealeium carbide

five~Year Plan, the following important industrial instal-
considersbly expanded: the Steel ang Rolling Mi11 ip Riesa,
arin” Steel and Rolling Mi1l irn Henningsdorf, the Steel and
dentarg, the Steel and Relling Mill in Groditz the "Max
“arwellenborn the Alloy Stee) Works in Dohlen, the Iron Foundry in
puer and Brass Works in Hettistedt, the Copper and Sheet Iron
lsenburg, and the Mansfeld Metallurgical Combine. The
Jlurgical Ccmbine and the Ironworks West in Calbe are com-
o The Irenvworks West is the first lov shaft blast- f
werld, adapted to smelting low-grade ores through the K
deveinpad high-temperature metallurgical coke from brown coal.

TRy iy « wrprovements and better worksr training resulted in greater
212able capacities during the Five-Year Plan. In the produc-
racity utilization of open-hearth furnsces in 1955 was
50 level. The output of the low-shaft furnaces of the

- almoet 100 percent above the projected capacities.

oonstruction, 118.7
racision mechanics and
roduztion of effi-
nd srticles of mass

o

dve construction industry increased ite production to 227

S wel aarge plants were rebuilt and/or had their capacities ex-

W' Henvy Machine Worke in Wi{ldau; the "Fans Beimler"

thz "Bergmann-Borsig" Enterprise in B:iriin; the

w2 Hohenthurm Steam Boiler Works; the Uninn Machine

.8 Crane Works in Everswalds; the Raillroad Osr Production
- Steelworks in Brandenburg; the Steelworks in Leipzig; the
teopris2) "Modul" in Karl-Marx-Stadt; the Machine Tool

. VEB "7 Oktobar" Piant <n Berlin; and the Mining

Tereileiion: Plants (Forder und Anisgesban) in Kothen and Nord-

pany new products, lncluding the felleoving: forging
ity of 6,000 tons; large excavating mAchines; dump trucks
1. roriag mills with cpindle dismstiers of up to 250 milli-
Sras with machining widths of up te 450 millimeters; ver-
Wit entting diameters of up 2 6,360 millizeters; 1,500- &
: rilary hydraulic duplizating lathes; accounting
- registers; rouvary tover cranes; tigh-capacity du-
inet; erankshaft pressse with a werking head of 800
rachines for roller bearings; pressure caeting machines;
wachines; cear-cutting machines; motorized fish-catch-
@ trenriers; fish-processing machines; end heavy trucks.

tenr Flew, the wachine-buiiding industry extended its &P

[

2-megawatt turbosets (Turbceatze) were produced in
. turboset was put into oroeduction. J

wachinery industry increased its production to Lok per-
Many new sgricultural mathines were vroduced for the
2rs and harvester-combines 4

re 3R, including harvester.-thrssher

i6oarops.
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few vharves were erected and the output of +he shipbuilding industry in
199% vase ta 32 percent of 1950 output,.

‘n the elsctiric pover industry, power capacities were significantly en-

Jarged azd the utilization of generating stations was considerably improved.
New prwgr 318%T10ns, such as the Elba and Trattendorf stations, vere built.
* Aldcrepancy baetween the production of electric power and total industrial
Shuttlon. Wnach prevatied in the beginning of the Five-Year Plan, was re-
Tyred b Prirg in 1954 the rate of increase in pover production speeded up
ana 1n 19 exceedsd the rate of growth of over-all indusirial output for the
Firat ~ime

Briwr-ceal mining, us well as the production of brown-coal briquettes,
Tuvee Lz toible the prewar level. The organization of labor in brown-coal
ing was o impryaved and resulted particularly in an ircreased sutpus of raw
taring <he vwinter season. The planned goals were not fully at-
. hawever , beeause the broad-scale use of modern wiring techniques and
e oequivment was begun toe late. A process for the production of high-
brown-coal coke was developed, and the large-scale "Matyas Rakosi"
8t was erecied in Lauchhammer. During the last year of the First
Plar <he foundation wme laid for the largest brown-cnal combine in
e "8chwarue Pumpe' Combine near Senfrenberg.

Probissian ip the tHenmdical industry rose %o the follewing levels (figures

T 0l 1950 nroductien): basic shemizal prequcts. 178; pharmaceutical

289. products of the rubber and agbestom industry, 208; and

=Tl oawd tar praductay, 157, Production of sulfurie acid from domestic

Lal ® srarted. New facilities were established for the production
ard sodifum  carbonate.

e 1t the preduction of potassium, nitrogen, and phosphorus
1o giderably over the 1950 levels, inecressing requirements of
Tntiare were nov fully covered.

b

Froiustion o avnthetic fibers was further developed and increased consid—
ke Ths development of W:lerylon had pragrassed sufficiently by the end of
test Fuveodear Flasm 2o that production could he started in 1956.

of tha FivaeYear Plan were exceeded in the field of light indus-
v products was improved and their assortments extended through

A Parien the production of crease-resistant fabrics, and the develop-
Komg leg b Froduetisn of woolen fabrics was greatly increased dur-
AL Progress was made in giving products a fashionable,

« Five-Yeay Pl
AprEATAncs .,
The Five-Yeqr Plan was also exceeded in the fondstuff industry. The rise
1o sarioulviral production and larger taports of sgricuitural products
r the intreased processing of vegetable and animsl products. Dur-
~r20d. production rose &z follows (in vercent): vegetable oil,
margnrine, 396; tutter 20%; beery 310; and cigsrettes, 180.

The piamned developmert off the fishing industry during the period 1951~
LR wms pan atiAlnad,

L'y argsnization of production. increased exploitatinn of existing ca-
and the most economical utilization of available raw materials , fuels,

her materials were of great importance in facilitating production activi-

Warkers and emplioyess participated increasingly in the management of

YW &. The number of partiscipants in interenterprise and

ned erterpris
rprigs compztivions hes grown. Sigpificant improvements in produe- .
wowsrs antraduced ia many people-cwned enterprises on ' the - basls of :




r
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i {3 improvemens. The number of overtime hours and houra lost was
1w ths number of the first year of the plan. Improved utiliza-
Woexistyng installations and capacities was achieved threugh better co-
77997105 betwsen production workers and the techunical 1ntelligentsia.

crestructicn was slgnificantly assieted by a continuous exchange of
h 8ovict imnovators who supplied valuable instructions for the in-
14 lmpeevensnt of production, especially in the mstallurgical and
injusiries and in brown-coal mining. The coefficients of utiliza-
- blast fwmaces, for example, were increased in the course of the
ar Plam Well.organized competitions samong steelworkerz resulted in
v-art 16 ln steel production per square meter of furrace space and
5=d eps2l 3f heats in open-hearth furnaces. The goals set for the pro-
-1 Turic srld were surpassed largely because of a better utiliza-
vatlatle fartlities., Mary brown-coal-mining enterprizes are now
ster wsie of their large equipment than during the earlier years of
-Yexr Flan. Thiz increases the coefficient of urilization for large
r *heze enterprises.

#AVINGS £or many imperiant products were achleved during
Coke consumption per ton of crude iron produced, for
-:nurhd The yield of finished rnlled steel from raw ingots wvas
'm’.l o of pyrites ir the production of sulfuric acid was re-
1 nonnumpticn stendards {Verbreuchsnormen) were ex-

of reaw materials, fuel, sndé otber materiesls, as well
n of pew techniques end the increase in labor productivity
T it producer costs. Efforta must still be made to develop
zrtandards for consumpt 1ﬂn of materials snd power.

Trowrezs ot rhe crufts and trudes during the Five-Year Plan ls reflected

1o 20 uhelr total cutput to 7L percent of the 1950 figure.
made possible through increased supviies of materials and
*roam public (state) funds. Te give the crafts and trades
unifte: 1o increage ihetir output, the goverrmant of the GDR bas
e the formation O an incressed nunber of producer co-
»5 and  trades during the Secand Pivo-Year Plan.

arnoim o ihe GIR experienced a grest upewing during the First Five-
- M-=~.~ ures for the mechanization of sgriculture were introduced and
32 peacants to e large extent from heavy field work., Suitable prepara-
ceomane o orermit the eultivation of lamge areas with the most modern
SCLIper toang maehive s

praoduction rose to b percent of the 1950 level. The
s sector in agriculture rose from 7 percent in 1950 to 29
. aversge yields of the most Zmportant agriculiural crops were
v end of the Plve-Year Plan (an psrcenu of 1950):

-4l

PR Yield per Hectare Total Yield
128 115
16 1kl
103 107
139 8L
156 213

Tnclvdes seeds from fibver plants

- h -
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While the plan for per-hectare yield was fulfilled 10k percent for grains
-4 pulyes, the goal was not reached for other crops or for the over-all ylelds.
" +al ylelds for grains, including pulses, increased to 102 percent and those
I {-- sugar beets to 11k percent of the 1934-1938 level.

Tre highest yields for potatoes were reached in 1954, Because of unfavor-
4 7.2 weather these resuits vere not repeated in 1955.

The livestock population in 1955 was as follows {in percent of 1950):

Total cattle 1ho
Cows 130
Total plgs 158
Sewe 157
Total sheep 157
Ewes 152
Laying lens 163

The increase in the livestock population permitted increases in the total
A of enimal products prodiced from domestic sources to the following lev-
{in vercent of 19805 :

Total slaughter animals,
live weight, including

pouler 87
Pigs 206
Thvsl milk 165

AT the end of 1955. there were 600 MTS in the GIR with a wide net of bri-
- baces. Total performance of the MTS rose tc 625 percent of the 1950 level.

goal of the Five-Year Plan with regard to tractor work was fulfilled ' 118
‘ient.  The output of a 30-norsepcwer tractor, measured in hectares of inter—
L1ale plowing, was dtuble that of 1950.

>~y the end of the plan pericd eguipmert ~n? MTS had increased to the fol-
g levels {in perceot of 1950):

teactors of all types 285
Threshers 128
Tructor-mmurted plows 268
Szed drills 781
Reapor-binders 3h

Teyond this, MTS have placed over 3,000 hzet harvesters, over 8,000 potato
cyeaters, and 2,130 combines at the dispo;:s;. ui farmers.

fechnical equipment of people-owﬁed farms was as follews in 1955 (in per-
ot 6f 1950):

Tractors 206
(ombines 355
Patato harvesters i7h

Milking installations 169

-5 -
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Tractor work was increased to 346 percent of the 1951 figure, and field
Tk 'o 302 percent. During the last year of the Five-Year Plan, people-
+ed farms improved their work. '

Agricultural producer cooperatives were formed through the initiative of
selve paasants and agricultural workers, assisted by the party and.the
70~ . By the end of 1952, 1,906 agricultural producer cooperatives with
¥7.000 membersthad been formed, and ‘they worked 3.3 percent of the arable
~3 :f ths GDR,

w2 end of the First Five-Year Plan, almosi 200,000 cooperative mem-
uding 11,267 industrial workers, joired in 6,047 agricultural pro-~
noperarivesz.  They managed 20 percent of the total arable land of the

Ssventy-seven mersent of the agricultural producer cooperatives are of

T ani inelude 82 percent of the cooperative members in the GDR,

<0 awl Labor Productivity

9%, productivity of labor in industrial enterprises had risen to
v of the 159G level and the average wage for production workers

rage wage rose relatively faster than provided for in the
puxa for labor productivity was not fulfilled during the
T2 1025 plan for the incresnse in lsbor productivity was ex-

Lnerenses during the Five-Year Plan were made in technical
1z of workers in schools established by the state, in eve-
.; ar development of socialist competition and the number .
T Lrosocaalist competitieon.

2 the Five-Year Plan many workers became National Prize winners >
sther hanors for good work were conferred.

" the 1950 number, and the number of production work-
-owned iniustries, 134 percent.

=-Year Plan, one million youths reeceived training in
:1 A vecame skilled workers. In addition, one milliop
2 trained and certified in the enterprises.

nion of equal rights for women led to a steady increase in 1
workers. Durinf the period 1950-1955, the rpumber of

=ree inereased by 653,000. J
Jas naumber of workers and white-collar workers in the various branches - J
tho woriailst sector an 1955 was as follows (in percent of 1950): :
Inoustry by
Building construction 17k

Agricultuwre and forestry 201

Transportation and postal J
anl telecomminications

service 132
Trade 227 ) i
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Lo layrrnt haz been eliminated in the GDR. In all branches of the
Lvorner 4 demand for technlecal end scientific specialists and for
; Twere is a particular lack of skilled workers in agricul-
sanstruction enterprises. Since the beginning of 1G55, about
rkers and employees who had been employed in people-owned indus-

» entarprdces of other branches of the economy, have been work-
*a% Bgricolitural enterprises.

Ul sl Tinstruction

G.ame of the invesiments provided for in the Five-Year Plan
M, This goal was exceeded. The largest share of the
2 1a =2Aach year of the Five-Year Plan, an average of about

fe il Lo heavy indusiry. The ccoal, metallurgical, and chemical
oo LD advantage of the funds provided for in the plan.

~F pew capatities in heuvy industry were completed and put
Tn2 capacity increase in electric power, for exawmple,
'r—wts. Installetions bui lt for brown coal briquettes

inv for the building induntry wms fulfilled. The share
&P the buailding industry in the tofal output of this
cont in 1655,

oot destroyed ecities and building of new housing, espe-
enters, was underteken. Together with the construction
;" Metallurgical Combine in Frankfurt Oder,. the first so-
DR -~ Stalinstadt -- was erected. This project, like
uted according to the building schedule provided by the
vering the 53 most jmportant cities of the GDR, includ-
[ Mugdeburg, and Restock.

sports, and welfare Tacilities were also erected.

1 areas did not develop to its fullest extent. De-
in eonstruction, “h2 need Tor quicker, better, and
nveoash mechanication, industrialication, and standardiza-
The vuilding industery stili makes insufficient use of the

ieved with regard o the coatinuity of construction

The method of winter onllding is being ewployed
n{ the firstequartsr performance in the total an-
salist Lwdiding fndustry rose fraom 12 porcent in 1951

w: for transportation was fulfilled throughout. Freight
~5e in 1955 to 172 percent of the 1950 level.

reant of 1C)SO The numbel of f‘reu,ht cars in usable condi-
ideratly increased through planned repairs and new construction.
< rarnar wnd biime of a freight car in 1955 was lower than in 1950.

¢ transportation, the German Reichsbahn increased its per-
i pwr.crnt of the 1950 level.

-7 -
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Commuier traffic for workers was improved by coordi. ceting t
with enterprises, concluding contracts for c"mmu‘rpr f.rn.n'wp-:r‘a‘,_ { "
Verkehrs-Vertraege), adding trains, intreducing express service, qrd muthling
243 new two-story cars into operation. Because of price raduciion: for
sporis, youth, hiking, and transportation trips, the mumher of persons

frangported at reduced prices in 1955 rese o 190 percent of the 1G5C figure. . K

Indend shipping increased its performance in 1955 ts 157 pareent, of }h
1950; this : des the performance of the people-owmed flszut 5 was ]
165 percent of the 1950 figure.

The Pive-Year Plan for commercial highway freight tvausportasion, ox- !
pressed in tons, was fulfilled 126 percent. In 1955, sas: o 187 v
peraent of .L950 was reached, malnly as a result of dmproved organization
of work and better utilization of vehicles.

the performance, by value, of the pss ?‘. B 1 commranicat:

es rose in 1055 to 115 percent o e pugty
rose from 3.5 millisn in 1950 to b mll*_m ir 15t
cribars rose to 15,000. The number
reased in 1955 to 11)+ percent of the 1550 fizuve.

)
s

Intra-German Trade

e gonl of the Pive-Year Plan was reachsd o
trude turnow J.':' vas inereased to 280 percent of
*1li%eted by the Soviet Union, whf
postwar debis, and transferret

-

The volure of evport trade shoved an erpeciaily preat
rase bo pore than six times the 1950 figur eart ol ol

of machine  construaction, including prec is‘o e shanie
retechnical  producss.  The share o1 the mr:ﬁn.l.-proce_
o tetal export volume rose from 32 percent ir 1950 o

Toredon countrios ws
wera concluded whiih ove
secatd hall of the FilveYere Ploo;
of Asia ond Africz b
5hat PL:] the GDR participeted i
itiouns wad fairs.

ooy e

Desprte the contiauous efforts of the G
o Wifill the agrecmente concluded with West (re;'_'mw
Borss have sioadily hampered the exchanpe of coods bc‘"wn
Ger The volume of intra-Germap trade in 1955,
dcuble thet of 165C.

incrosse in Svandard of Living

The share of the socialist sector in ihe aational ine
peveent in 1950 to 63 percent in 1955.
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The number of central schools (Zentral-Schulen) in rura: areas was ‘
steadily increased. In 1955 there were 1,500 central schools.

Also, 100,000 places have been established since 1952 ts accommo-
date children of working mothers in kindergartens, nurseries » creches,
and elsewhere. This represents an incresse or 35 perceni, over 1951.

The number of theaters increased from 77 at the end of 1951 to 88
at the end of 1955. The number of spectators rose from sbout 1h million
during the 1950-51 season to approximately 17.4 million during the 1954w
55 seasnn. The reconstruction and the apening of the Rerlir State Opera
was an important event in 1955.

Tn 1955, the number of rerformances in motion-plcture theaters was
substantially sbove the 1951 figure. The audience rose from 188 millien
to 266 million during the same period. Further progress wa: made in the
produstion of films. 1In addition to several demestic films, a number of
forelan f1lms were shown.

The publication of books and pamphlets showed an exceptional upswing.
During the last 3 years, 26,000 titles were published in editi-ns total-
ing 320,600 copies,

Considerable funds were spent in the development of spiria during
the Five-Yenr Plan. Of the approximately 1.1 million working pecple who
are members of the sports movement, 239,000 are bearers of the sports
rerformance badge { Sportleistungsabzeichen). By the end of 1955 ; the
title "Master of Sports” hag been awarded to 142 men and vomen, and 7
had received the title "Meritcricus Master of Sports.”

The number of sports facilivies increased from 15,570 1n 1052
to 18,160 in 1955. Among these, the follewing warrant speclal mentionm:
the F'r1edr1ch-Ludwig-Jahn-Sportsbark in Berlin, the Stadium of Peace in
Frankfurt Oder, the Baltic Sea (Ostsee) Stadium in Restee ¢, aed the Pool
for Swimming Races (Schwirmkampfbabn) in Rostock.

Health facillvies vwere greatly exparded and health protection was
considerably improved. The number of hospital beds inereaged vy 15,700
in the perind from 1950 to 1955, resulting in a total of 203,000 teds in
hospitals. Also, 175 rolyclinics were newly established, L2 of them in
erterprises, rasulting in a total of 369 polyelinles, 78 «f whicn are
enterprise polyclinies.

1
A key point in the health program 1is the improvement of the health

cere of the rursel population. By the end of 1955, their spscial needs
were served by 299 rural dispensaries and k.03 comnunity nursing sta-
tlons, 2,519 of which are located in MTS or in localities which have ‘
MIS and agricultural producer cooperatives. The palyelinics and rural

ambulatories are equipped with the most modern medical sppliances.

Tha Qavelopment of the facilities for mother and child care 1s eg-
Pecially satisfactory. The number of placss in children's nurseries and
in permanent homes for bebies and infants rose from 8,542 in 1950 to
59,500 in 1955. Infant mortality has been reduced from 7.2 percent in
1950 o k.9 percent in 1955.

The vacation services of the trade unions vere continuously improved J
with the result that in 1955 more than one million working people spent
their vacations in trade-union homes.

- 11 -
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The cost of a 2-week holiday stay in the homes of the FDIB (Free !

German Trade Union Association)
course of the Five-Year Plan.

At. present, 80,000
homes to provide for the
During the last 3 years a great
in these homes.

The working people of the GDR
during the period of the Pirst Five
speeding up modernization, mechanization » end automation of production
- in the GDR and in increasing labor

atomic energy will greatly contribute to the fulfillment of these tasks.
close collaboration among
a guarantee of a still more rapid development of the GDR eccnomy during

Friendship and

the Second Five-Year Plan. '

Places are avallable in old-age and nursing
aged and for those in need of nursing care.

wvas lowered from 70 DM to 30 DM in the

number of places were newly established
have accumulated rich e;';periences

-Year Plan; thege will serve them in
Productivity. The peaceful use of

the People's Democracies offer

* ¥
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